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Transfer (5 years from now) 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to… 

 

1. Use creative processes as a problem solving life skill outside of the classroom 

 

2. Know that there is more than one solution for an open-ended problem 

 

3. Recognize and appreciate quality works of art (be a knowledgeable consumer - recognize 

quality craftsmanship, understand personal likes) 

 

4. Understand the variety of communities that are available as creative outlets 

 

5. Know that the Habits of Mind are important for both the production and interpretation of art 

 

6. Use technology to create, evaluate, and experience the visual arts 

 

7. The same principles learned in drama, art, or music can be transferred to a digital format. 

  
 

 

 

 Visual Arts- 8th Grade Elective 
 

Course Description 

Name:   Visual Arts 

Length: 1 semester long (18 weeks) 

Grade:   8
th

  grade 

Description: During this class, students build upon the knowledge learned in sixth and seventh grade to 

create and produce art. 

Established Goals for Middle School Courses 

 

1.  Learning and innovation skills increasingly are being recognized as those that separate students who are 

     prepared for a more and more complex life and work environments in the 21st century, and those who  

     are not prepared.  A focus on core content knowledge, creativity, critical thinking, communication and  

     collaboration is essential to prepare students for the future. 

2.  Students in the 21st century live in a technology and media-suffused environment, marked by various  

    characteristics, including: 1) access to an abundance of information, 2) rapid changes in technology  

    tools, and 3) the ability to collaborate and make individual contributions on an unprecedented scale. To  

    be effective in the 21st century, citizens and workers must be able to exhibit a range of functional and  

    critical thinking skills related to information, media and technology. 

3. Today’s life and work environments require far more than thinking skills and content knowledge. The  

    ability to navigate the complex life and work environments in the globally competitive information age  

     requires students to pay rigorous attention to developing adequate life and career skills. 

Desired Results 
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The Essential Understandings: 8
th

 Grade Visual Arts 

Students will understand the following concepts: 

 

1. The creative process is fluid and dynamic and transferable to other real world situations.  

 

2. Visual Art can be used as a tool for creativity and communication. 

 

3. Visual Art influences and reflects history, society, and everyday life. 

 

4. Habits of mind (shows care, respect, perseverance, self-discipline, work ethic) are important to 

making and experiencing the arts. 

 

5. Understanding formal qualities are important to making and experiencing the visual arts. 

 

6. Creative acts involve multiple people and entire communities. 

 

7. Creativity is important to society, but sometimes people are resistant to being creative and 

accepting creative ideas. 

 

8. Although famous people are sometimes creative, creative people are not always famous. 

 

9. Creativity is often stereotyped; there are many cultural myths about creative people. 

 

10. Technology can enhance compositional technique. 

 

 

Essential Questions:  8
th

 Grade Visual Arts 

Content Questions: 

1. Why do people create? 

 

2. How do artists create a novel work of art? 

 

3. What skills and approaches are appropriate for solving open-ended visual problems?  

 

4. What determines worth/value in a work of art? 

 

5. Where does meaning come from?  

 

6. What forms of visual communication are meaningful to you? 

 

7. How are the fine arts interrelated? 

 

How can a person communicate a message through the visual arts? 

 

8. Standards Based Questions:  

How do we make groups less competitive and more collaborative in order to create optimal 

results? 
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9. How do you collaborate with others to achieve a common goal? 

 

10. How does technology impact the visual arts? 

 

11. How do the visual arts impact ones daily life? 

 
 

 

Essential Standards: Knowledge and Skills : 8
th

  Grade Visual Arts 
Students will know, understand and be able to… 

 

1. Identify types of reasoning and alter the creative process based on parameters of visual 

problems 

 

2. Produce a variety of solutions for open-ended problems 

 

3. Create using appropriate mediums (manifest 2D and 3D works of art) 

 

4. Identify and use multiple production processes with a variety of visual art and visual media to 

create quality craftsmanship in art production 

 

5. Identify and demonstrate multiple production processes in order to create an original and novel 

work of art 

 

6. Identify the application of problem solving processes as they are applied to other real world 

situation 

 

7. Demonstrate originality, novelty, and inventiveness in work 

 

8. Expand and develop more deeply the habits of mind to achieve quality craftsmanship including 

care, sustained attention, responsibility and pride 

 

9. Use proper safety techniques involving all media 

 

10. Share and accept responsibility 

 

11. Compromise respectfully to reconcile diverse ideas and accomplish a common goal 

 

12. Be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives  and analyze how one’s behavior and/r 

product may affect others and adjust the approach accordingly 

 

13. Recognize that production involves audience, context, and processes 

 

14. Identify the ways that communication, production, problem solving, interpretation, perception, 

and craftsmanship are all part of an interdependent working system 

 

15. Identify and imagine multiple interpretations for a work of art based on individual perspective 

 

K 
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16. Use multiple forms of visual understanding appropriate to the work being created including 

formal interpretations (elements and principles of design), symbolic interpretations (non-literal 

representation), instrumental interpretations (the function of things), and contextual 

interpretations (place, time, social, cultural) 

 

17. Utilize the relationships among culture, identity, and visual communication 

 

18. Recognize and utilize the knowledge that identity and context contribute to creating visual art 

and media 

 

19. Identify how visual art and media function in history, society, and everyday life (inform, 

persuade, entertain, stereotype) 

 

20. Use technology effectively to research, access, create and communicate creative ideas and 

information with an understanding of ethical and legal issues 

 

21. Select the appropriate tool to create, edit, and/or manipulate images 

 

22. Communicate and collaborate utilizing digital interfaces district wide (e.g. blog, social 

networks, photo sharing, Skype) 

 

23. Use appropriate means to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and 

make informed decisions 

 

24. Access and evaluate information efficiently (time) and effectively (sources) 

 

25. Identify and describe career and jobs in and among the arts and how they contribute to the 

world of work 
 

 

 

Assessment Evidence 
 

 Performance Tasks: 8
th

 Grade Visual Arts 
 

 
 Performance Tasks:  

~Produce pieces of visual art  

~Interpret and critique works from others such as 

1. Use a variety of brainstorming strategies to develop new and meaningful works of art 

2. Identify relationships between visual art, culture, and identity 

3. Identify and use metaphors and analogies in visual art 

4. Identify cause and effect relationships between past works of art and contemporary art 

5. Build a portfolio that documents learning in the arts 

 Other Evidence (e.g. tests, quizzes, prompts, work samples observations)  

~formal and informal assessments such as 

1. benchmarked artworks 

2. documentation of artistic processes 

3. written peer feedback 

4. student self-reflection 

5. student blogs 

6. art shows 
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 Student Self-Assessment and Reflection: 

~student rubric for self-evaluation 

~peer evaluation 

~written assessment 

~individual portfolio containing work  

~personal reflection 
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